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2022 was a very good year! We remained rooted in our
partnership with UNO and the community, focusing on
creating an environment that is both structured and
flexible with enough “wiggle room” to welcome and respond
to the unexpected which…. happened a few times this year.

our mission is to leverage world-class academic resources

and entrepreneurial talent to drive unparalleled research and

innovation throughout the Gulf region.

A  M E S S A G E  F R O M
P R E S I D E N T / C E O

"extraordinary
outcomes happen
when opportunity
and preparation

meet."
We saw growth as current tenants expanded their
footprint and new tenants moved in. And, concentrating
on the strengths of our tenants and UNO, we responded
to the needs of an emerging industry by launching the
Louisiana Wind Energy Hub and pivoted quickly to make
available some of the most beautiful views in the city for
the New Energy Center of the U.S. funded by a $15
million EDA and matching state investment. The
H2Future collaboration will build a space where private
industry and academia can meet to grow a new
energy industry focused on green hydrogen and
renewable energy.

on behalf of our board of directors and our staff, we are pleased to share the
university of new orleans research and technology foundation's 2022 annual report.

"To ensure we were optimally structured to pursue our new mission, we did some reorganizing that 
included a new innovation division and a new real estate partnership with Corporate Realty." 

rebecca conwell

It is an exciting time to live in our city. When in doubt,
look at the amount of investment planned for capital
improvements and innovation among our academic 
community. Our economic development and academic partnerships have never been
stronger, and we look forward to doing our part to make our beautiful New Orleans a place
that grows and supports talent and attracts investment.



C O M M E N T S  F R O M  T H E  C H A I R

"On behalf of the board of
directors, i want to

congratulate the Research
and Technology Foundation

and the University of New
Orleans on the remarkable
progress and achievements

made together in 2022."

The successes of the past year are

a testament to what can be

achieved when the leadership of

each entity is aligned on vision and

goals, trust is established and

there is a shared commitment to

our community. 

The Beach is a great example of

the impact UNO can have not only

on our students but on the entire

New Orleans business community.gary solomon,
chairman of the board

In 2020 the Board of

Directors of the UNO

Research and Technology

Foundation mandated

transformational changes to

enhance its public-private

partnership with the

University of New Orleans.

We envision a world where we are the resourch-rich and

entrepreneurial community-driven epicenter of complex social,

scientific, and business breakthroughs in the Gulf Region.



P R O P E R T Y  U P D A T E

and helped existing ones grow!

WE welcomed new tenants...

The Beach once again saw year-over-year occupancy growth in a challenging office market in
part to the public-private partnership with the University and its unique ability to attract new
and retain existing tenants.

2023 looks to be just as successful as 2022 with a strong pipeline of tenant prospects
continuing to be generated from the growing enthusiasm around the vision for the future of
The Beach.



C A P I T A L  P R O J E C T S

 
 

$25+ million in capital projects are in the works!

The NeXus Center ATC/ITC Common 
Area Upgrades

The Sandbox Campus-Wide Tenant &
Connectivity Updgrades

strategic initiative

develop a real estate project
that catalyzes innovation,
collaboration, network 

and placemaking

The New Energy Center of the United States
(15,000 SF)
ATC and ITC#1 Area Upgrades (17,357 SF)
Renovation of the Conference Center
New Innovation Center with Private and
Shared Office Space
Outdoor Investments in Sidewalks, Crosswalk
to UNO, and Outdoor Meeting Space



E X T E R N A L  A F F A I R S  
A N D  I N N O V A T I O N

CongratulationsCongratulations

to our 2022

Winners!Winners!

To build on the goals of The Beach's
strategic plans, we launched several
new programs, like the Louisiana Wind
Energy Hub at UNO and StartupUNO,
that accelerate innovation and
entrepreneurial exposure, and
facilitate research partnerships for
UNO and The Beach community alike.
Through the development of the
Innovation Fund, the division has
created seed fund grant programs to
launch industry-informed research
collaborations with UNO faculty,
supporting the wind energy industry
and companies at The Beach.

design thinking session with 
uno computer science and
chemistry faculty members

strategic initiative

Encourage
Partnerships



LISTEN TO THE STORY

the louisiana wind energy hub
will not only help grow the

wind energy industry in
louisiana, but also increase

demand for talent, research
and business development in

the area.

strategic initiative

incentivize external
research

in november, many of new orleans'in november, many of new orleans'
leaders in the wind energyleaders in the wind energy
movement convened at themovement convened at the

Louisiana Wind Hub launch eventLouisiana Wind Hub launch event

The Louisiana Wind Energy Hub at UNO was
created to build on the offshore research
expertise at the University of New Orleans, as
well as Louisiana's energy and port
infrastructure, supply chain resources and
workforce. The LA wind hub will facilitate new
wind energy innovations, promote research
collaborations with UNO faculty, and train
students with the knowledge to become leaders
in this growing industry. The future development
of NEXUS will further position the Beach and
UNO to become leaders in the renewable energy
transition.

Louisiana wind energy hub round table with
southeastern wind coalition and Louisiana wildlife
federation

NEXUS will house several projects in
H2theFuture, a Louisiana clean hydrogen energy
initiative that was recently awarded $50 million
through the federal government’s Build Back
Better grant program to jumpstart America’s
clean hydrogen economy.

https://www.wwno.org/show/louisiana-considered/2022-09-28/university-of-new-orleans-launches-wind-energy-hub-aiming-to-grow-industry
https://neworleanscitybusiness.com/blog/2022/09/02/louisiana-clean-hydrogen-project-wins-50m-federal-grant/


strategic initiative

create new, vibrant
culture and brand

The brand and energy level at the Beach has increased through various events and programs over the
year. Food trucks were brought in weekly to allow our community to interact and collaborate. These and
other community events have led to national groups hosting their events at The Beach, including
Microsoft X-Box’s game camp and the City of New Orleans’ Net Zero by 2050 workshop in partnership
with the National Renewable Energy Lab. Additionally, The Beach’s social media following expanded
significantly and a new presence was created for the Louisiana Wind Energy Hub at UNO, which has also
garnered a substantial audience.

food trucks, a snowball day, and a celebration of our veterans encourage community interaction

2022 NOEW OPENING PARTY
SPonsored by the beach

gdit ribbon cutting ceremony

microsoft xbox
game camp

city of new
orleans climate

action summit

Privateer pantry holiday food drive



N E W S W O R T H Y  M O M E N T S

read shafin khan's interview
with newell normand here!

Louisiana Wind
Energy hub to

supercharge the
green energy

industry

Block IslandRhode Island

shafin khan 
interview on

a
u
g
13
2022

what a 
remarkable 

 opportunity to
have your toes at
the starting line of

an emerging
industry.

1012 Industry report

~ Rebecca conwell

strategic initiative

increase innovation and
entrepreneurial exposure

and experiences

https://www.audacy.com/wwl/news/local/newell-la-wind-energy-hub-to-speed-up-tech-and-energy-jobs
https://www.fox8live.com/video/2022/08/13/wind-energy-project-uno-with-shafin-khan-saturday-aug/
https://www.1012industryreport.com/energy/momentum-for-offshore-wind-in-the-gulf-is-building-quickly-but-much-work-remains/
https://www.1012industryreport.com/energy/momentum-for-offshore-wind-in-the-gulf-is-building-quickly-but-much-work-remains/
https://www.1012industryreport.com/energy/momentum-for-offshore-wind-in-the-gulf-is-building-quickly-but-much-work-remains/
https://www.1012industryreport.com/energy/momentum-for-offshore-wind-in-the-gulf-is-building-quickly-but-much-work-remains/
https://www.1012industryreport.com/energy/momentum-for-offshore-wind-in-the-gulf-is-building-quickly-but-much-work-remains/

